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SECRET KUALA LUMPUR 2592 

EXDIS/NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MASS, MY 

SUB J : MILITARY TRAINING AND PROCUREMENT ASSISTANCE - MALAYSIA 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 2563 

1. 1 WISH TO EXPAND SOMEWHAT RECOMMENDATIONS IN FINAL 
PARA REFTEL. 

2. RAZAK'S REQUEST WAS A SURPRISE IN THAT IT MOVES COUNTER 
TO THE GENERAL DIRECTOR OF GOM FOREIGN POLICY OVER THE 
PAST 3 OR 4 YEARS. ANY VISIBLE CLOSER ASSOCIATION WITH 
THE UNITED STATES IN THE MILITARY FIELD WOULD ENCOUNTER 
SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION IN SOME CIRCLES HERE ON THE GROUNDS 
THAT IT WAS INCONSISTENT WITH POLICY OF EQUIDISTANCE FROM 
THE MAJOR POWERS. IT WOULD ALSO BE QUESTIONS AS GIVING 
OFFENSE TO THE NEW GOVERNMENTS OF CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM 
AND ENDANGERING PROSPECTS FOR BROADENING OF ASEAN TO INCLUDE 
BURMA AND THE STATES OF INDOCHINA. COMMERCIAL PURCHASE 

OF ARMS WOULD APPEAR POLITICALLY ACCEPTABLE, BUT WE 
COULD HAVE EXPECTED A REDUCTION OR ELIMINATION OF THE 
MILITARY TRAINING PROGRAM UNDER MAP RATHER THAN A REQUEST 
FOR EXPANSION. 

3. IF RAZAK'S REQUEST WAS NOT A SPUR OF THE MOMENT 
REACTION TO THE FALL OF SAIGON, AND GOM DOES INTEND TO 
PURSUE THE MATTER OF INCREASED COUNTER-INSURGENCY ARMS 
AND TRAINING, I BELIEVE IT IS BOTH IN U.S. AND GOM INTERESTS 
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BASIS. EACH TRANSACTION SHOULD BE NOT ONLY DISCREET BUT 
ALSO DISCRETE, A SEPARATE TRANSACTION STANDING ON ITS OWN 
WITH NO COMMITMENT ON EITHER SIDE FOR ANYTHING FURTHER. 

NO "PROGRAM," IN OTHER WORDS. THE TRAINING SHOULD BE 
HANDLED IN THE SAME WAY, - A SPECIFIC NUMBER OF OFFICERS 
AND NCO'S FOR A SPECIFIC COURSE WITH NO NECESSARY FOLLOW-UP. 

4. WE SHOULD TELL THE GOM THAT IT WOULD BE IN OUR COMMON 
INTEREST THAT ALL TRANSACTIONS BE ON A STRICTLY COMMERCIAL, 
NON-CONCESSIONAL BASIS. ANY OTHER ARRANGEMENT WOULD 
INJECT UNDESIRABLE POLITICAL ELEMENTS INTO THE RELATIONSHIP. 

5. AT THE RISK OF LABORING THE OBVIOUS, WE WOULD HAVE 
INVOLVEMENT WITHOUT CONTROL. THEY WANT OUR HARDWARE AND 
TECHNOLOGY, BUT NOT OUR ADVICE ON THE POLITICO-SOCIAL SIDE 
OF THE PROBLEM. IF THINGS BEGIN TO GO BADLY, WE KNOW FROM 
SAD EXPERIENCE THAT THE EASY PATH IS TO OPT FOR MORE 
HARDWARE AND TECHNOLOGY. IF WE SHOULD GO ALONG NOW, WE 
WANT TO BE IN A POSITION TO SAY NO IN THE FUTURE WITH 

A MINIMUM OF HARD FEELINGS. 

UNDERHILL 
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